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Summary:

The purpose of this report is to ensure that Sefton Council fulfils its statutory duty to 
determine the admission arrangements for Sefton Secondary Schools, in accordance with 
the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 and regulation 17 of the 2012 School 
Admissions regulations.

Recommendations:

The Cabinet Member is recommended to approve the arrangements for the Local Authority 
co-ordination and allocation of secondary school places for Sefton residents plus the 
admissions criteria for Meols Cop High School for admission in September 2020. The 
admission arrangements for Sefton Secondary Academy Schools are also included for 
information (as the Local Authority will be applying the arrangements, on behalf of those 
schools).

Reasons for the Recommendations:

The Cabinet Member, Children, Schools and Safeguarding is delegated as the 
Decision Maker to determine the Sefton Secondary Schools admission 
arrangements and admissions criteria for secondary community schools for 
admission to school in September 2020.

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

Not applicable. 



What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs N/A

(B) Capital Costs N/A

Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):
None.

Legal Implications:
School Standards and Framework Act 1998 and School Admissions Regulations 
2012 require the admission arrangements to be determined by 28th February 
annually.
Equality Implications:
There are no equality implications.

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

   Not applicable.

Protect the most vulnerable:

Sefton Local Authority places looked after children and previously looked after 
children (who ceased to be so because they were adopted) as the highest priority 
within the admissions criteria for all primary schools when allocating school places. 
For 2020, this also will include children who appear to have been in state care outside 
of England (as per guidance issued from the Department for Education).
Facilitate confident and resilient communities: N/A

Commission, broker and provide core services: N/A

Place – leadership and influencer: N/A

Drivers of change and reform: N/A

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: N/A

Greater income for social investment: N/A

Cleaner Greener: N/A



What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

    (A) Internal Consultations

The Head of Corporate Resources (FD 5557/19) was consulted on this report and 
has no comments to make, as there are no financial consequences as a result of it.

The Head of Corporate Legal Services has been consulted and comments have 
been incorporated into the report (LD 4681/19).

(B) External Consultations 

Sefton Local Authority has undertaken a consultation exercise for the 2020 
arrangements for Sefton Secondary schools highlighting the timetable required for 
coordination and any proposed changes to admissions criteria. The consultation 
must last at least 6 weeks and be published between 1st October and 31st January.

The Sefton Local Authority consultation document for secondary schools was 
published on 1 November 2018 and was available for comments until the 19 
December 2018.

The consultation document was published on the Sefton Council Website and 
highlighted to all Sefton Schools, Sefton Libraries, neighbouring Local Authorities, 
the Church of England Diocese and the Catholic Archdiocesan Schools Department 
and highlighted to parents via Social Media.  

No comments or objections to the proposed arrangements were received.

Implementation Date for the Decision

Following the expiry of the “call-in” period for the Minutes of the Cabinet Meeting.

Contact Officer: Chris White
Telephone Number: 0151 934 4904
Email Address: chris.white@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

The 2020 Determined Admissions Scheme for Sefton Secondary Schools is attached.

Background Papers:

The following papers are available for inspection by contacting the above officer(s).

A copy of the 2020 Sefton Schools Admissions consultation document.



1 Purpose / Summary

1.1 All Admissions Authorities are required to determine (formally agree) their 
admissions arrangements and admissions criteria for both the primary and 
secondary admissions rounds for entry to school in September 2020 by 28 
February 2019. 

1.2    Under the terms of the relevant legislation, Admissions Authorities are required to 
consult on their admissions arrangements for the following academic year if they 
have been adjusted in any way from previous arrangements published. This 
process allows schools, other admissions authorities and interested parties an 
opportunity to provide comments or objections to any proposed changes to 
admissions criteria and the proposed timetable for coordination of arrangements. 

2 Recommendation(s) That: 

2.1 The Cabinet Member is asked to approve the Determined Scheme identified in 
Appendix 1 under the Schools Standards and Framework act 1998 (as amended by 
the Education and Inspections Act 2006 and the Education and Skills Act 2008). 

3 Background to recommendation 

3.1 All Admissions Authorities are required to determine (formally agree) their 
admissions arrangements and admissions criteria for both the primary and 
secondary admissions rounds for entry to school in September 2020 by 28 
February 2019.  
 

3.2 Once determined, Admissions Authorities must then publish their arrangements by 
15 March 2019, and any objections to those arrangements can be submitted to the 
Office of the Schools Adjudicator by 15 May 2019. 
 

3.3 Sefton Local Authority has completed the consultation exercise as mentioned 
above, and must now determine the proposed arrangements that were consulted 
upon. 

4 Recommendations

4.1 It is requested that the Cabinet Member  approves the scheme for coordination and 
the admission arrangements for Sefton Secondary Schools for 2020.
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SCHOOLS REGULATORY SERVICES

DETERMINED SCHEME FOR CO-ORDINATION OF
ADMISSIONS TO SEFTON SECONDARY SCHOOLS 2020

The scheme set out below seeks to comply with the requirements of the School Standards 
and Framework Act 1998, as later amended and the School Admissions Code 2014 and 
any further updates, in respect of co-ordinated admissions schemes.  The Local Authority 
scheme for coordination of admissions will come into force for admission applications 
submitted from September 2019, for the admission of pupils starting secondary school in 
September 2020. 

Children transfer from primary to Secondary Schools in the September following their 
eleventh birthday.  The Education and Skills Act 2008 increased the minimum age at which 
young people in England can leave learning, thus requiring them to continue in education 
or training to the age of 18. All 11 year olds starting secondary education in September 
2020 will continue their learning in education and or training until the age of 18.

Sefton Local Authority has a statutory duty to co-ordinate the primary to secondary transfer 
process for admissions to Secondary Schools within Sefton. In addition to the statutory co-
ordination role, the Local Authority is the Admissions Authority for one Community 
Secondary School within the Borough (Meols Cop High School). This means that the 
Admissions Criteria for Meols Cop High School is set by the Local Authority.

For 2020 admissions to Secondary Schools, Sefton Local Authority will apply the criteria 
shown to applications for Meols Cop High School. The Local Authority will also apply the 
admissions criteria for applications made to all Secondary Academy Schools, on behalf of 
those schools. The Admissions Criteria for Secondary Academy Schools have therefore, 
been included within this document. Voluntary Aided Faith Secondary Schools will 
determine and apply their own individual admissions criteria.

Sefton Local Authority administers an Equal Preference Admissions Scheme.  This 
means that each individual preference (school) listed on the Local Authority application 
form will be considered equally according to each individual school’s admissions criteria, 
irrespective of the order of preference on the application form. If a place can be offered at 
more than one of the preferences listed on the application form, then the Local Authority 
will automatically offer the highest preferred school. 

If no preferred schools that have been named can be offered to the applicant, the Local 
Authority will automatically allocate a place at the nearest qualifying school with a vacancy 
still available. This process ensures that only one school place is offered for each applicant 
on the National Allocation Day for secondary school places, which is 
2 March 2020.
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PUBLISHED ADMISSION NUMBER (PAN)
Each Secondary school has a published admission number.  The published admission 
number is the number of places each school can admit into Year 7 for starting Secondary 
School in 2020. 

As part of the Secondary admission round, places will be offered up to the published 
admission number, which applies to the normal year of entry. A child cannot be refused 
admission to the normal year of entry unless the published admission number has been 
reached.

ADMISSIONS CRITERIA
Where the number of applications for any Sefton Secondary School is greater than the 
number of places available, the admission authority must apply its published admission 
criteria to decide which applicants can be offered places.

PUPILS WITH AN EDUCATION HEALTH AND CARE PLAN 
All schools will meet their legal obligation to admit a pupil who has an Education, Health 
and Care Plan which names a particular school.

COMMUNITY AND ACADEMY SECONDARY SCHOOLS
Admissions to Sefton Community and Academy Secondary Schools are based on either 
catchment areas or “contributory” Primary Schools and home to school distance.  Each 
school is linked to named primary Schools or the child’s permanent home address. St 
Michaels CE High School includes a faith criteria as part of its admission arrangements, 
which can be found within this document.

CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS (Voluntary Aided)
Admissions to Catholic Secondary Schools in Sefton are based on contributory parishes 
and associated Primary Schools. The Individual Admissions criteria and arrangements for 
all Voluntary Aided Secondary Schools should be published on the schools individual 
websites.

If there are any changes to the existing admissions criteria for Voluntary Aided Faith 
Schools for 2020 these will be highlighted on the individual schools’ websites.

TWINS/MULTIPLE BIRTHS
Where there are twins and children from multiple births, and where one of the siblings has 
been allocated the last remaining place at a school, the other siblings will be admitted.
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ADMISSION OF CHILDREN OUTSIDE OF THEIR NORMAL AGE GROUP 
There are some exceptional circumstances where parents/carers may request that their 
child is admitted to a secondary school outside of their chronological age group. For 
example, if the child is gifted and talented has already been taught outside of their year 
group in primary school or has experienced problems such as ill health and wants to 
remain in primary school longer. 

Where this is requested, admission authorities will make decisions on the basis of the 
circumstances of each case and in the best interests of the child concerned. This will 
include taking account of the parent’s views; information about the child’s academic, social 
and emotional development; where relevant, their medical history and the views of a 
medical professional; whether they have previously been educated out of their normal age 
group; They will also take into account the views of the head teacher of the school 
concerned. 

Parents can also request admission outside of their normal age group for their child by 
writing to the School Admissions Team email: admissions@sefton.gov.uk

APPLICATIONS
Applications must be made in the normal way using the Local Authority Application 
Form which can be completed on line or by requesting a paper copy. All applications 
(whether online or paper) for Sefton Schools MUST be completed and submitted via the 
application process for the Local Authority where the family is resident.

Every effort is made to allocate children a place at their highest preferred school.  Some 
schools, however, may have more applications than places available.  When this occurs, 
the published admissions criteria for each school will be used to decide which children are 
to be allocated places. 

APPEALS
If an applicant cannot be offered a place at any of their higher preferred schools they will 
automatically be informed, as part of the Local Authority’s co-ordinated process, of their 
right of appeal to an independent appeal panel. 

Each appeal panel is convened by the Clerk to the Independent Appeal Panel in 
accordance with the School Admission Appeals Code.  Parents/Carers can appeal for any 
school, once they have been refused a place in writing.

mailto:admissions@sefton.gov.uk
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SECONDARY ADMISSIONS ROUND

The Secondary Admission Round is for children transferring from primary to secondary 
schools in the September following their eleventh birthday. For the 2020-21 academic year 
the round will include children born between 01/09/2008 and 31/08/2009.

The Education and Skills Act 2008 increased the minimum age at which young people in 
England can leave learning, thus requiring them to continue in education or training to the 
age of 18. Raising the participation age does not necessarily mean young people must 
stay in school; they will be able to choose one of the following options: 

 Full-time education, such as school, college or home education
 Work-based learning, such as an apprenticeship
 Part-time education or training if they are employed, self-employed or 

volunteering for more than 20 hours a week

All 11 year olds starting secondary education in September 2020 will continue their 
learning in education and or training until the age of 18.

In addition to the co-ordination role, the Local Authority is the Admissions Authority for one 
Community Secondary School within the Borough (Meols Cop High School). This means 
that he Admissions Criteria for Meols Cop High is set by the Local Authority.

The Local Authority will also apply the admissions criteria for applications made to all 
Secondary Academy Schools, on behalf of those schools. The Admissions Criteria for 
Secondary Academy Schools have therefore, been included within this document. 

Voluntary Aided Faith Secondary Schools will determine and apply their own individual 
admissions criteria.
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SECONDARY ADMISSIONS ROUND

Local Authority scheme for coordination of Admissions

Arrangements & Timetable

STAGE 1. APPLICATION FORMS 

a) Sefton Local Authority will publish the information relating to the application 
process within the “Applying for a School Place – A Guide for Parents” 
Booklet for 2020”. Sefton will also publish the individual school admissions 
criteria for Sefton Schools, including previous admissions statistical information 
(where available) in the Schools Admissions Information Booklet 2020”. Sefton 
will make both booklets available on-line including direct links to the online 
application process. A paper application will also be made available where 
applicants have no access to the internet. This will take place usually during the 
first few weeks in September 2019.

b) The Local Authority will take all reasonable steps to ensure that every parent/carer 
who has a child in their last year of primary education within Sefton receives 
information relating to the application process and national closing dates. 

c) The Local Authority admissions application process allows Sefton residents to list 
up to three Secondary schools, in order of preference (whether the Secondary 
school requested is inside or outside of Sefton). This includes all Community, 
Voluntary Controlled, Voluntary Aided, and Academy schools. Parents will have 
the option to give reasons for their preferences if they wish to do so.

d) In addition, each secondary school will receive written guidance and an 
explanation of the co-ordinated admission arrangements and Local Authority 
procedures and deadlines 

e) SEFTON LOCAL AUTHORITY RECOMMENDS THAT SEFTON RESIDENTS 
SUBMIT THEIR APPLICATION FORM ONLINE VIA THE SEFTON WEBSITE. If 
an online application is not possible, a paper application can be obtained (as 
above).  The paper application must be completed and returned to the child’s 
current primary school.

f) In addition to the Local Authority’s application form Voluntary Aided Secondary 
Schools & St Michaels CE High School will require parents to complete a 
Supplementary Information Form (SIF), which should be obtained from, and 
returned directly to the school.  Church schools may also require sight of a baptism 
certificate to authenticate any statements made. It should be noted that the 
supplementary information form (SIF) is not a valid admissions application 
on its own.  The school must also have been named and submitted on the 
Local Authority’s application form.
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g) All Local Authority application forms must be submitted online or received 
by primary schools on or before 31 October 2019.

h) Any forms that are handed in directly to schools must be forwarded to the Local 
Authority no later than the 8 November 2019.  The school should send a list of the 
pupils names for whom applications have been received, along with the application 
forms, to the Local Authority Admissions Team.  Confirmation will then be sent to 
each school to acknowledge receipt of each batch of forms and lists.

STAGE 2. CONSIDERATION BY ADMISSION AUTHORITIES

a) Admission applications processed for the Secondary Admissions Round will be 
administered using the agreed Equal Preference Admissions Scheme.

b) All preferences expressed for all schools will initially be treated as equal regardless 
of the order the schools were listed on the application form.  If more than one school 
place can potentially be offered, a single offer for the school which was listed highest 
on the application by the parent/carer will be made by the Local Authority.

c) If the Local Authority is unable to make an offer to a parent/carer for any of their 
preferred schools listed on the application form, then, where possible a place will 
be offered at the next nearest qualifying school with a vacancy.

d) Each Secondary school has a published admission number (PAN).  The published 
admission number is the number of places available for entry to the school for the 
particular year of admission.  An individual Admission Authority should not 
admit above the PAN for entry starting Secondary school once the number 
has been legally determined unless the Local Authority has been notified in 
good time to allow co-ordination to be delivered effectively.

e) By 8 November 2019 Sefton Primary schools will forward all paper applications 
received at the school, to the Local Authority Admissions Team.

f) By 22 November 2019 Sefton Local Authority will aim to exchange preference 
information with other Local Authorities where residents of other Local Authorities 
have named Sefton Schools or where Sefton residents have named schools outside 
of Sefton.

g) By 6 December 2019 the Local Authority will forward application and preference 
information to Voluntary Aided schools in Sefton where parents have expressed a 
preference for those schools.

h) Governing Bodies should arrange meetings of their admissions committees 
between Monday 9 December 2019 and Friday 10 January 2020 in order to 
return the ranked applications in time to the Local Authority.

i) By 13 January 2020 each Voluntary Aided School will consider all applications for 
their school, apply the school’s admissions criteria (if appropriate) and return the list 
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of offers to the Local Authority.  The school should also include the criterion on 
the list under which each applicant has been offered a place.

j) Applications from families moving into the area, or changes to existing applications 
will only be considered if they are received by 31 January 2020 with evidence that 
the removal has taken place (Evidence of disposal of the previous property may 
also be requested)

k) If, at any time following determination of the PAN, an Admissions Authority decides 
that it is able to admit above its PAN it MUST notify the Local Authority by 31 
January 2020 to allow the Local Authority enough time to deliver its coordination 
responsibilities effectively.

STAGE 3. ALLOCATION OF SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACES

a) By 7 February 2020 Sefton Local Authority will inform other LAs of places in 
Sefton schools to be offered to their residents. Prior to 2 March 2020 the 
Authority will provide Sefton Secondary schools with a list of the pupils to be 
offered places at their schools.

b)      On 2 March 2020 e-mail notifications will be sent to parents (if they applied online 
and selected this option for notification.) Allocation letters will be posted to all 
other applicants on that day.

c) The email notification or letter will include an offer of a place at the allocated 
school.  The Local Authority will write on behalf of the Governing Bodies of all 
Sefton schools.  Where an applicant cannot be offered their highest preferred 
school, we will write to inform them of their statutory right of appeal, provide 
information regarding the appeals process, an appeal form (where appropriate), 
and the deadlines for submitting appeals.

STAGE 4. LATE APPLICATIONS

a) The national closing date for secondary applications for the normal admissions 
round is 31 October 2019.

b) Applications naming a Voluntary Aided Secondary school within Sefton that are 
received after the closing date will be forwarded to the school up to the 31 
January 2020, with a note that it has been received late.  That admissions 
authority must to decide how it wishes to respond to the application.

c) If parents/carers apply after 31 October 2019, the Local Authority may still be 
able to consider the application if it is received by 31 January 2020.

d) For families moving into the area after 31 October 2019, their application will be 
considered if it is received by 31 January 2020 with proof that the removal has 
taken place.
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e) For late applications or late changes that are received after 31 January 2020, 
they will be processed after the national allocation of places has been completed 
on 2 March 2020. All late applications and late changes will have the 
admissions criteria applied to them. The processing period for these applications 
will be dependent on the number of late applications/ changes received.

f) For late applications or changes received after 2 March 2020, these will be dealt 
with in the date order they are received by the Admissions team, and after the 
applications described in e) above have been processed. The processing period 
after that date will be dependent on the number late applications or changes 
received.

STAGE 5. WAITING LISTS
a) The Local Authority will operate a waiting list for all oversubscribed Community, 

and Academy Schools in Sefton, from the time that places are allocated until the 
end of the first term of the 2020 academic year (end of Dec 2020). The waiting 
list will be maintained in accordance with the school’s admissions criteria and if 
a place becomes available, it will be offered to the next child on the list.

b) After the closing date for receiving appeals, the waiting list will be amended to 
only include those pupils whose parents have submitted an appeal.

c) The offer of the place from the waiting list will be made via telephone, email or 
letter.  If no response is received within 1 week, the applicant will be removed 
from the waiting list as a declined offer, and the next applicant will be contacted 
automatically and offered the place.

d) Please note that waiting lists MUST be kept in the order of the individual 
school’s admissions criteria, and if a place becomes available it will be 
offered to the next child on the list.  At any time new applicants can be 
added to the waiting list and will be placed on the list in priority order using 
the school’s admission criteria.  Waiting lists may also change because of 
house moves or children accepting or declining places at alternative 
schools.
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e) The Governing Body of Voluntary Aided faith schools may maintain an individual 
waiting list for their school.

f) All other applications that are made throughout the academic year outside of the 
normal admissions round (In-Year admissions), should be made directly to the 
Sefton Admissions Team.  These applications, where appropriate, will be added 
onto a school’s waiting list (in admissions criteria order) and if a place becomes 
available, the parent will be contacted as described in section c) above.
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TIMETABLE FOR COORDINATING SECONDARY SCHOOL ADMISSIONS FOR 
SEPTEMBER 2020

31 October 2019 The national closing date for secondary applications

8 November 2019
All application forms for Secondary School plus pupil 

lists sent from Primary Schools to Sefton Local Authority

22 November 2019 Sefton Local Authority exchanges applicant information 
with other Local Authorities

6 December 2019
Application information to be sent to Voluntary Aided 

Schools by
Sefton Local Authority

13 January 2020

Date by which all VA schools must return rankings to 
Sefton Local Authority

If lists are not received by this deadline there is no 
guarantee they can be included in the initial 

allocation for 1 March 2019

31 January 2020 No changes can be made to existing applications after 
this date

7 February 2020 Decisions to be sent to other Local Authorities by this 
date

2 March 2020

2nd March Offer Day
(closest working day to 1st March)

Email notifications sent to parent/carers who applied 
online and for, applicants who did not apply online, an 

offer letter will be posted by Sefton Local Authority
 

Summer Term 2020 Appeal hearings take place
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Admissions Criteria for Sefton Community Secondary School
Meols Cop High School – Admission Number 180

After the admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan where the school is 
named in the plan, and where there are more applications than places available, Sefton 
Local Authority will apply the Admissions criteria listed below in the following order to 
allocate places to the School.

1) A 'looked after child' or a child who was previously looked after and ceased to be so 
because they were adopted, (or became subject to an adoption, residence, or special 
guardianship order). (1)

A child who appears to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be 
so as a result of being adopted. (2)

2) Children who have either a brother or sister living in the same house who already 
attends the School as long as they will still be at the school in September 2020.  Brothers 
and Sisters include step-children, foster children and half-brothers and sisters, adopted 
brothers and sisters or children of the parent/carer’s partner, living in the same family unit 
at the same address. (*).

3) Children who live in the area served by the school which is:- The area of Southport 
bounded by a straight line which runs West from the Borough Boundary passing through 
Meols Hall then along Peets Lane, Bibby Road, Churchgate, Kings Hey Drive, Coudray 
Road, Allerton Road, Cambridge Road then south along Park Avenue, Roe Lane, Disused 
Railway, Manning Road, Oak Street, Balfour Road, Scarisbrick New Road, Everard Road, 
Southbank Road, Borough Boundary running parallel with Stamford Road, Benthams Way 
to the junction with Birkdale Cop then following the borough boundary northwards along 
Boundary Brook to the northern point of the Boundary line (*).

4) Other requests that name the school as a preference (*).

Tie Breaker Clause

(*) If it is not possible to offer places for all applications within any criteria then priority will 
be given to those living closest to the school measured by the shortest walking distance 
from the child’s home. We will measure from the property’s address point, to the nearest 
school gate (using recognised routes known to the Local Authority at the time of 
measurement).
(1) A looked after child is a child who is in the care of a local authority in England, or is being 
provided with accommodation by a local authority in England in the exercise of their social 
services functions. 

(2) A child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they 
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider 
of care whose sole purpose is to benefit society.
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Meols Cop High School Catchment Area
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Admissions Criteria for Sefton Secondary Academy Schools

Birkdale High School for Boys- Admission Number 182
After the admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan where the school 
is named in the plan, and where there are more applications than places available, the 
Admissions criteria listed below will be applied in the following in order to allocate 
places. 

1) A 'looked after child' or a child who was previously looked after and ceased to be so 
because they were adopted, (or became subject to an adoption, residence, or special 
guardianship order). (1)

A child who appears to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be 
so as a result of being adopted. (2)

2) Children with a brother still attending the school at the time of admission. Brother is 
defined in these arrangements as children who live as brothers in the same house, 
including natural brothers, adopted brothers, stepbrothers and foster brothers. (*)

3) Children of staff where the member of staff has been employed at the school for two 
or more years at the time at which the admissions application for the school is made, and/or 
where a member of staff is recruited to fill a vacancy where there is a demonstrable skill 
shortage(*).  Parents and carers must identify this on their admission application form. 
Details will be validated by the school.

4) Distance. Other requests that name the school as a preference, with priority for 
admission given to children in order of proximity of their home to school, as shown below. 
(*) 

 (*) If it is not possible to allocate places for all applications within this criterion then priority 
will be given to those living closest to the school measured by the shortest walking distance 
from the child’s home. In every case we will measure from the property’s address point, to 
the nearest school gate (using recognised routes known to the Authority at the time of 
measurement).

(1) A looked after child is a child who is in the care of a local authority in England, or is being 
provided with accommodation by a local authority in England in the exercise of their social 
services functions. 

(2) A child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they 
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider 
of care whose sole purpose is to benefit society.
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Chesterfield High School – Admission Number 224
If the Academy is oversubscribed, after the admission of pupils with a SEN statement or 
Education, Health and Care Plan, priority will be given to those children who meet the 
criteria set out below, in order:

1)   Looked After Children and all previously looked after children

A Looked After Child is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) 
being provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their 
social services functions (section 22(1) Children Act 1989).

A Previously Looked After Child met the above definition but immediately 
thereafter became subject to an adoption order (under the Adoption Act 1976 or 
Adoption & Children’s Act 2002) or a child arrangements or special guardianship 
order (under the Children Act 1989).

A child who appears to have been in state care outside of England and ceased 
to be so as a result of being adopted (1).

2) Children who have a brother or sister living in the same house who already 
attend the Academy as long as they will still be at the Academy in September 
2020 (*)

Brothers and Sisters include step-children, foster children and half-brothers and 
sisters, adopted brothers and sisters or children of the parent/carer’s partner, living 
in the same family unit at the same address, who attend the school in question, as 
long as they will be at the school in September 2020. (*)

  3) Children who, at the start of the Spring Term 2020 are on the roll of Forefield 
Junior School, Rimrose Hope CE Primary School or Waterloo Primary School. (*)

4) Proximity This is measured by taking the shortest walking distance to the 
Academy. The shortest walking route will be that determined using recognised 
routes known to the Local Authority. The distance is measured from the property’s 
address point, to the nearest school gate. This will be measured using the Local 
Authority’s computerised measuring system.  If the proximity value is equal then 
random allocation will be used as a tie-breaker. Any process of random allocation 
will be independently supervised. (*)

Tie Breaker Clause

(*) If it is not possible to offer places for all applications within any criteria then priority will 
be given to those living closest to the school measured by the shortest walking distance 
from the child’s home. We will measure from the property’s address point, to the nearest 
school gate (using recognised routes known to the Local Authority at the time of 
measurement).
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(1) A child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they 
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider 
of care whose sole purpose is to benefit society.
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Deyes High School – Admission Number 230

After the admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan where the school is 
named in the plan, and where there are more applications than places available, the 
Admissions criteria listed below will be applied in the following order to allocate places.

1) A 'looked after child' or a child who was previously looked after and ceased to be so 
because they were adopted, (or became subject to an adoption, residence, or special 
guardianship order). (1)

A child who appears to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be 
so as a result of being adopted. (2)

2) Children who are transferring from a primary school in the Maghull, Lydiate, Melling or 
Aintree parish areas, who have a brother or sister who already attends the school and 
will still be at the school in September 2020 (*).  Brothers and sisters – include step-children, 
foster children and half-brothers and sisters, adopted brothers and sisters or children of 
the parent/carer’s partner, living in the same family unit at the same address, who attend 
the school in question, as long as they will be at the school in September 2020.

3) Children who live in the area which is served by the school.  This area is that part of 
Maghull bounded by a line, which runs down the middle of the roads in question as shown 
on the following map (*).

4) Children of staff where the member of staff has been employed at the school for two or 
more years at the time at which the admissions application for the school is made, and/or 
where a member of staff is recruited to fill a vacancy where there is a demonstrable skill 
shortage(*).  Parents and carers must identify this on their admission application form. 
Details will be validated by the school.

5) Other requests that name the school as a preference (*).

Tie Breaker Clause

(*) If it is not possible to offer places for all applications within any criteria then priority will 
be given to those living closest to the school measured by the shortest walking distance 
from the child’s home.  We will measure from the property’s address point, to the nearest 
school gate (using recognised routes known to the Local Authority at the time of 
measurement).  
(1) A looked after child is a child who is in the care of a local authority in England, or is being 
provided with accommodation by a local authority in England in the exercise of their social 
services functions. 

(2) A child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they 
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider 
of care whose sole purpose is to benefit society.
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Deyes High School Catchment Area
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Formby High School – Admission Number 186
After the admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan where the school is 
named in the plan, and where there are more applications than places available, the 
Admissions criteria listed below will be applied in the following order to allocate places.

1) A 'looked after child' or a child who was previously looked after and ceased to be so 
because they were adopted, (or became subject to an adoption, residence, or special 
guardianship order). (1)

A child who appears to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be 
so as a result of being adopted. (2)

2) Children who have a brother or sister living in the same house who already attends 
the school, as long as they will still be at the school in September 2020 (*).  Brothers and 
sisters include step-children, foster children and half-brothers and sisters, adopted 
brothers and sisters or children of the parent/carer’s partner, living in the same family unit 
at the same address, who attend the school in question, as long as they will be at the 
school in September 2020.

3) Children who, at the start of the Spring Term 2020, are on the roll of either:

Freshfield Primary School, Redgate Primary School or Trinity St Peter's Church of England 
Primary School (*).

4) Children of staff where the member of staff has been employed at the school for two or 
more years at the time at which the admission application for the school is made, and/or 
where the member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable 
skill shortage (*). Parents/carers must identify this on their application form. Details will be 
validated by the school.

5) Other children living in Formby, Hightown or Ince Blundell (*).

6) Other requests that name the school as a preference (*).

Tie Breaker Clause

(*) If it is not possible to offer places for all applications within any criteria then priority will 
be given to those living closest to the school measured by the shortest walking distance 
from the child’s home. We will measure from the property’s address point, to the nearest 
school gate (using recognised routes known to the Local Authority at the time of 
measurement).
 (1) A looked after child is a child who is in the care of a local authority in England, or is 
being provided with accommodation by a local authority in England in the exercise of their 
social services functions. 

(2) A child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they 
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider 
of care whose sole purpose is to benefit society.
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Greenbank High School for Girls - Admission Number 206
After the admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan where the school is 
named in the plan, and where there are more applications than places available, the 
Admissions criteria listed below will be applied in the following order to allocate places.

1) A 'looked after child' or a child who was previously looked after and ceased to be so 
because they were adopted, (or became subject to an adoption, residence, or special 
guardianship order). (1)

A child who appears to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be 
so as a result of being adopted. (2)

2) Children who have a sister living in the same house who already attends the School as 
long as they will still be at the school in September 2020 (*).  Sisters – include step-sisters 
foster sisters and half- sisters, adopted sisters, sisters of the parent/carer’s partner, living 
in the same family unit at the same address, who attend the school in question, as long as 
they will be at the school in September 2020.

 3) Children of staff where the member of staff has been employed at the school for two or 
more years at the time at which the admission application for the school is made, and/or 
where the member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable 
skill shortage. (*) Parents/carers must identify this on their application form. Details will be 
validated by the school. 

4) Other requests that name the school as a preference (*).

Tie Breaker Clause

(*) If it is not possible to offer places for all applications within any criteria then priority will 
be given to those living closest to the school measured by the shortest walking distance 
from the child’s home. We will measure from the property’s address point, to the nearest 
school gate (using recognised routes known to the Local Authority at the time of 
measurement).
(1) A looked after child is a child who is in the care of a local authority in England, or is being 
provided with accommodation by a local authority in England in the exercise of their social 
services functions. 

(2) A child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they 
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider 
of care whose sole purpose is to benefit society.
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Hillside High School - Admission Number 194
After the admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan where the school is 
named in the plan, and where there are more applications than places available, the 
Admissions criteria listed below will be applied in the following order to allocate places.

1) A 'looked after child' or a child who was previously looked after and ceased to be so 
because they were adopted, (or became subject to an adoption, residence, or special 
guardianship order). (1)

A child who appears to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be 
so as a result of being adopted. (2)

2) Children who have a brother or sister* living in the same house who already attend 
the school, as long as they will still be at the school in September 2020 (*).  Brothers and 
sisters – include step-children, foster children and half-brothers and sisters, adopted 
brothers and sisters or children of the parent/carer’s partner, living in the same family unit 
at the same address, who attend the school in question, as long as they will be at the 
school in September 2020.

3) Children who, at the start of the Spring Term 2020, are on the roll of: Bedford Primary 
School and Christ Church C of E Primary School (*).

4) Other requests that name the school as a preference (*).

Tie Breaker Clause

(*) If it is not possible to offer places for all applications within any criteria then priority will 
be given to those living closest to the school measured by the shortest walking distance 
from the child’s home. We will measure from the property’s address point, to the nearest 
school gate (using recognised routes known to the Local Authority at the time of 
measurement).
(1) A looked after child is a child who is in the care of a local authority in England, or is being 
provided with accommodation by a local authority in England in the exercise of their social 
services functions. 

(2) A child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they 
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider 
of care whose sole purpose is to benefit society.
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King’s Leadership Academy Hawthorne’s

- Admission Number 120
After the admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan where the school is 
named in the plan, and where there are more applications than places available, the 
Admissions criteria listed below will be applied in the following order to allocate places.

1) A 'looked after child' or a child who was previously looked after and ceased to be so 
because they were adopted, (or became subject to an adoption, residence, or special 
guardianship order). (1)

A child who appears to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be 
so as a result of being adopted. (2)

2) Children who have a brother or sister* living in the same house who already attend 
the school, as long as they will still be at the school in September 2020 (*).  Brothers and 
sisters include step-children, foster children and half-brothers and sisters, adopted 
brothers and sisters or children of the parent/carer’s partner, living in the same family unit 
at the same address, who attend the school in question, as long as they will be at the 
school in September 2020.

3) Other requests that name the school as a preference (*).

Tie Breaker Clause

(*) If it is not possible to offer places for all applications within any criteria then priority will 
be given to those living closest to the school measured by the shortest walking distance 
from the child’s home.  We will measure from the property’s address point, to the nearest 
school gate (using recognised routes known to the Local Authority at the time of 
measurement).
(1) A looked after child is a child who is in the care of a local authority in England, or is being 
provided with accommodation by a local authority in England in the exercise of their social 
services functions. 

(2) A child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they 
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider 
of care whose sole purpose is to benefit society.
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Litherland High School - Admission Number 130

After the admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan where the school is 
named in the plan, and where there are more applications than places available, the 
Admissions criteria listed below will be applied in the following order to allocate places.

1) A 'looked after child' or a child who was previously looked after and ceased to be so 
because they were adopted, (or became subject to an adoption, residence, or special 
guardianship order). (1)

A child who appears to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be 
so as a result of being adopted. (2)

2) Children who have a brother or sister living in the same house who already attend the 
school, as long as they will still be at the school in September 2020 (*).  Brothers and 
sisters – include step-children, foster children and half-brothers and sisters, adopted 
brothers and sisters or children of the parent/carer’s partner, living in the same family unit 
at the same address.

3) Children who, at the start of the Spring Term 2020, are on the roll of: The Grange 
Primary School; Hatton Hill Primary School; Lander Road Primary School; Litherland Moss 
Primary School; Netherton Moss Primary School; St Oswald’s CE Primary School and St 
Philip’s CE Primary School (*).

4) Other requests that name the school as a preference (*).

Tie Breaker Clause

(*) If it is not possible to offer places for all applications within any criteria then priority will 
be given to those living closest to the school measured by the shortest walking distance 
from the child’s home. We will measure from the property’s address point, to the nearest 
school gate (using recognised routes known to the Local Authority at the time of 
measurement).
(1) A looked after child is a child who is in the care of a local authority in England, or is being 
provided with accommodation by a local authority in England in the exercise of their social 
services functions. 

(2) A child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they 
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider 
of care whose sole purpose is to benefit society.



APPENDIX 1

Page 24 of 31

Maghull High School - Admission Number 186

After the admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan where the school 
is named in the plan, and where there are more applications than places available, the 

Admissions criteria listed below will be applied in the following order to allocate places.

1) A 'looked after child' or a child who was previously looked after and ceased to be so 
because they were adopted, (or became subject to an adoption, residence, or special 
guardianship order). (1)

A child who appears to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be 
so as a result of being adopted. (2)

Children we have identified as needing specialist facilities that go beyond expected 
reasonable adjustments will be given priority for this school if it is the nearest school with 
suitable resources. This would usually be a child with a physical or mobility problem. We 
will require details from parents, supported by medical evidence in order to assess each 
situation depending on circumstances.

2) Children who have a brother or sister living in the same house who already attend the 
school, as long as they will still be at the school in September 2020 (*).  Brothers and 
sisters – include step-children, foster children and half-brothers and sisters, adopted 
brothers and sisters or children of the parent/carer’s partner, living in the same family unit 
at the same address.

3) Children who live in the Maghull, Lydiate, Melling or Aintree parish areas (excluding the 
area served by Deyes High School (*).

4) Other requests that name the school as a preference (*).

Tie Breaker Clause

(*) If it is not possible to offer places for all applications within any criteria then priority will 
be given to those living closest to the school measured by the shortest walking distance 
from the child’s home. We will measure from the property’s address point, to the nearest 
school gate (using recognised routes known to the Local Authority at the time of 
measurement).

(1) A looked after child is a child who is in the care of a local authority in England, or is being 
provided with accommodation by a local authority in England in the exercise of their social 
services functions. 

(2) A child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they 
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider 
of care whose sole purpose is to benefit society.
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Range High School - Admission Number 196

After the admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan where the school is 
named in the plan, and where there are more applications than places available, the 
Admissions criteria listed below will be applied in the following order to allocate places.

1) A 'looked after child' or a child who was previously looked after and ceased to be so 
because they were adopted, (or became subject to an adoption, residence, or special 
guardianship order). (1)

A child who appears to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be 
so as a result of being adopted. (2)

Children identified as needing specialist facilities that go beyond expected reasonable 
adjustments will be given priority for this school if it is the nearest school with suitable 
resources.  This would usually be a child with a physical or mobility problem.  We will 
require details from parents, supported by medical evidence in order to assess each 
application depending on circumstances.

2) Sibling - Children who have a brother or sister living in the same house who already 
attend the school as long as they will still be at the school in September 2020. (*) Brothers 
and sisters – include step-children, foster children and half-brothers and sisters, adopted 
brothers and sisters or children of the parent/carer’s partner, living in the same family unit 
at the same address.

3) Children who, at the start of the Spring Term 2020, are on the roll of Woodlands Primary 
School and St Luke’s CE Primary School, Formby (*).

4) Children of staff where the member of staff has been employed at the school for two or 
more years at the time at which the admission application for the school is made, and/or 
where the member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable 
skill shortage (*).

Parents/carers must identify this on their application form.  Details will be validated by the 
school.

5) Children who, at the start of the Spring Term 2020, are living in Formby, Hightown and 
Ince Blundell (*).

6) Distance - Other requests that name the school as a preference, with priority for 
admission given to children in order of proximity of their home to school, as shown below 
(*). 

(*) If it is not possible to allocate places for all applications within any criteria then priority 
will be given to those living closest to the school measured by the shortest walking distance 
from the child’s home.  We will measure from the property’s address point, to the nearest 
school gate (using recognised routes known to the Local Authority at the time of 
measurement).
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(1) A looked after child is a child who is in the care of a local authority in England, or is being 
provided with accommodation by a local authority in England in the exercise of their social 
services functions. 

(2) A child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they 
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider 
of care whose sole purpose is to benefit society.
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Stanley High School - Admission Number 170

After the admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan where the school is 
named in the plan, and where there are more applications than places available, Sefton 
Local Authority will apply the Admissions criteria listed below in the following order to 
allocate places to the School.

1) A 'looked after child' or a child who was previously looked after and ceased to be so 
because they were adopted, (or became subject to an adoption, residence, or special 
guardianship order). (1)

A child who appears to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be 
so as a result of being adopted. (2)

Children identified as needing specialist facilities that go beyond expected reasonable 
adjustments will be given priority for this school if it is the nearest school with suitable 
resources.  This would usually be a child with a physical or mobility problem.  We will 
require details from parents, supported by medical evidence in order to assess each 
application depending on circumstances.

2) Children who have a brother or sister living in the same house who already attend the 
school, as long as they will still be at the school in September 2020 (*).  Brothers and 
Sisters include step-children, foster children and half-brothers and sisters, adopted 
brothers and sisters or children of  the parent/carer’s partner, living in the same family unit 
at the same address(*). 

3) Other requests that name the school as a preference (*).

Tie Breaker Clause

(*) If it is not possible to offer places for all applications within any criteria then priority will 
be given to those living closest to the school measured by the shortest walking distance 
from the child’s home. We will measure from the property’s address point, to the nearest 
school gate (using recognised routes known to the Local Authority at the time of 
measurement).
 (1)  A looked after child is a child who is in the care of a local authority in England, or is 
being provided with  accommodation by a local authority in England in the exercise of 
their social services functions. 

(2) A child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they 
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider 
of care whose sole purpose is to benefit society.
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St Michaels CE High School - Admission Number 125
After the admission of pupils with a Statement of Special Education Needs or Education, 
Health and Care Plan (EHCP); when the school is named in the statement/plan and there 
are more applications than places available, the Local Authority will apply the Admissions 
criteria in the following order to allocate places.

First Priority: A 'looked after child' or a child who was previously looked after and 
ceased to be so because they were adopted, (or became subject to an adoption, 
residence, or special guardianship order). (3)

A child who appears to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be 
so as a result of being adopted. (4)

Children identified as needing specialist facilities that go beyond expected reasonable 
adjustments will be given priority for this school if it is the nearest school with suitable 
resources. This would usually be a child with a physical or mobility problem. We will require 
details from parents, validated by medical evidence in order to assess each situation 
depending on circumstances.

Second Priority: Children who have a brother or sister (*1) living in the same house who 
already attend the school, as long as they will still be at the school in September 2020. (**)  

(*See priority 2 for full definition).

Third Priority: Children who, at the start of the Spring Term 2020 are on the rolls of: St 
John's Church of England (Waterloo), St Luke's Halsall Church of England, St Nicholas' 
Church of England, Valewood and Waterloo Primary Schools. (**)  

Fourth Priority: If parents/carers are applying under this priority please read the criteria 
carefully before completing the application form. When completing the form make sure 
that parents/carers give full and accurate answers.  When the form has been completed 
take it personally to the vicar/priest/minister/ lay eucharist minister/deacon or church 
warden to complete the designated clergy form. (available from school). (**)

The following criteria will be applied using a points system to decide which pupils will be 
offered a place. 

This is based on parents/carers with the most involvement/commitments to the life and 
worship of their church and will take into account variability of church attendance year on 
year.  The points system is outlined in the table below (*2).

Christian applicants –child

a) Children who are regular worshippers in Anglican Churches.

b) Children who are regular worshippers in other Christian Churches.

Christian applicants –parent/carers is only applicable if the attendance is with the 
child
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The involvement of parent/carers in the life and worship of the Church. A written 
reference from the family’s vicar/priest/ minister/ lay eucharist minister/deacon or church 
warden will be required to help establish the degree of involvement of the child and 
parent/carer. 

(a) Parents/carers who are regular worshippers in Anglican Churches.

(b) Parents/carers who are regular worshippers in other Christian Churches.

NB: The Governors have defined ‘Christian Church’ as being any Church in membership 
with, or sharing the statement of belief of, Churches Together in Britain and Ireland or in 
full  sympathy with its Trinitarian stance (www.ctbi.org.uk). 

Fifth Priority: Other requests that name the school as a preference. (**)

Priority 2

*1 Brothers and Sisters – Includes step-children, foster children and half-brothers and 
sisters, adopted brothers and sisters or children of the parent’s/carer’s partner, living in the 
same family unit at the same address, who go to the school in question, as long as they 
will be at the school in September 2020.

Twins/Multiple Births – Where there are twins or children from multiple births, and one 
of the siblings has been allocated the last remaining place at a school, the other siblings 
will be admitted.

Priority 4 

*2  Allocation of points for: Christian Route

The scoring system below will be applied separately to the child and to the 
parents/carers with the most involvement/commitments to the life and worship of their 
church and will take into account variability of Church attendance year on year.

The maximum possible score for attendance would be 60 points for three years’ weekly 
attendance at an Anglican church.  The maximum possible score for other Christians 
would be 48 points for three years’ weekly attendance.  The minimum score would be 0 
for Anglicans and other Christians for no attendance at any church.
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Anglican Other Christians
1 year’s attendance
Weekly attendance 20 16
Attendance 3 times a month 15 12
Fortnightly 10 8
Monthly 5 4
Occasionally 2 2
Never 0 0
2 year’s attendance
Weekly attendance 40 32
Attendance 3 times a month 30 24
Fortnightly 20 16
Monthly 10 8
Occasionally 4 4
Never 0 0
3 year’s attendance
Weekly attendance 60 48
Attendance 3 times a month 45 36
Fortnightly 30 24
Monthly 15 12
Occasionally 6 6
Never 0 0

In addition to the points awarded for church attendance points will be awarded for the 
following:

 A clergy reference provides a maximum of 10 points, on the basis of
 “There is very strong  (10 points) strong (7 points) reasonable (4 points) little (1 
point) no (0 points) evidence of parent/family commitment to the life, work and 
witness of the church”

The maximum points for attendance including clergy reference is 70 points

Points are awarded for parental attendance. The Governors would define the word ‘parent’ 
as including any parent/carer, step-parent or biological grandparent of the child concerned. 
However, if points are being awarded on the basis of a child’s biological grandparents’ 
church attendance, the biological grandparent must have attended church with the child in 
question. The Governors reserve the right to seek clarity on this point from the church 
leader completing the form in cases where there is reasonable doubt that this is the case.  
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Tie Breaker Clause

(**) If it is not possible to offer places for all applications within any criteria then priority will 
be given to those living closest to the school measured by the shortest walking distance 
from the child’s home. We will measure from the property’s address point, to the nearest 
school gate (using recognised routes known to the Local Authority at the time of 
measurement).  If you require an explanation of how the distance from your home to school 
has been measured, please contact the School’s Admissions Officer.
(3) A looked after child is a child who is in the care of a local authority in England, or is being 
provided with accommodation by a local authority in England in the exercise of their social 
services functions. 

(4) A child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they 
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider 
of care whose sole purpose is to benefit society.


